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Tel: 020 8462 2600


CHAIRMAN’S NEWSLETTER – 25 JUNE 2020

Hello everyone

Following the Prime Minister’s statement on Tuesday, there will be no immediate changes to the guidelines for tennis. But further announcements from Government over the coming weeks might change what we can and cannot do. That means we have a little breathing space to bring you up to date with everything else that is happening at the club.

The Prime Minister confirmed that from 4 July the maximum size of groups that will be allowed to meet outside will remain at no more than six people (except where these are from two household groups only), and that indoor changing facilities and sports courts should remain closed.  So that means our coaching programme must continue with a maximum of 5 players and 1 coach per court.

The arrangements we have put in place – which have changed a few times as restrictions have eased – seem to have worked well. Each of the changes to the lockdown restrictions has necessitated alterations to the court booking system.  I’d like to pay tribute to Judith Heayberd who has worked tirelessly to make everything available quickly. She has worked with our coaching programme to accommodate its current court needs and has ensured fairness and access for all. We continue to accommodate both squash and netball wishes too. At times getting all this in place has been a monumental task. Thank you.

And I should like to thank all of the members who have been so supportive and have acted both responsibly and sensibly throughout these unusual times. 

Next – a few reminders please:
1. If you cannot use a court you have booked, please cancel it. The courts are busy and it is really frustrating to see courts left empty when they are booked out.   You can do this in the Manage Bookings section of ClubSpark which can be accessed via your booking confirmation email or via your Profile from the dropdown menu at the top right hand side of the screen.
2. Please book the entire time slot for the court you wish to use. Because of the staggered start and end times – designed to reduce the number of people moving around at any particular time – we want you to stick to the start and end of each slot please. 
3. Be aware that whilst most court booking slots on the carpet courts are for 90 minutes, there are a few for varying periods of time - some are one hour, some 75 minutes and so on.  Members are able to book these but must stick to the changeover times.
4. Please do not book either side of the greyed-out changeover period.
5. Please do NOT drop children off and pick them up outside the club gates. Hayes Hill is a private road and the residents are entitled to expect you to use the car park which has lots of space.

Looking ahead slightly, we are currently considering a number of matters that members have raised:
· Whether we can safely open the pavilion so toilets are accessible; 
· When can we safely re-start open club sessions on Saturday afternoons;
· Whether it is safe to provide the tennis balls for everyone – as we have always done in the past;
· Should we hold the annual Club Championship – will members want to take part this year?

If you have views on any of these points, please let me know. This is YOUR club so your opinion matters.

JUNIOR TENNIS LEAGUES
Thanks to Laura Perrins, we will shortly have junior box leagues. Entries have been collated and we are just setting these up. Those involved will hear from us shortly.  This is a great initiative to get our youngsters enjoying competitive tennis after their league matches were all cancelled this summer.  Please start fixing your matches as soon as the draws are issued and don’t leave it all to the end of the session.

FACILITIES
A new permanent net is currently being installed on the Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA – also known as court 7).  That should be completed and the new net in place by early July.

We have now received planning permission for the addition of floodlights to the MUGA – and are starting to look at getting that work completed – hopefully before the winter. 

And we are looking to purchase a new ball machine so players can have a hit even when they haven’t got anyone to play against, or when they wish to practise a particular stroke or skill.

REQUESTS OF YOU
Firstly we would like more of you to sign up to our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/oldwilstennis  - the more of you who sign up and post the better.  So please help make this into a vibrant community around the club. 

In my previous Newsletter I mentioned National Volunteers Week, and recognised the contribution made by many members.   There are always things to be done and we are looking for volunteers to take on items on the list of small jobs that is attached to this newsletter. 

Some adult members have also asked about a singles ladder. There are a number of online applications which make running a ladder very simple. If anyone wishes to organise that I’d be very happy to help them get it up and running.

And, as a club, we are always looking for people who would be willing to post material on social media or help keep the website more up to date. If you’d like to have a chat about what we have in mind – none of which is onerous – please let me know. 

If anyone is looking for a long-term role in tennis, Sundridge Park LTC in Bromley North is looking for a part-time administrator. I have the details so please email nigel@nigeljordan.com if you would like to take a look.  

Continuing our pattern of introducing members of the tennis committee, this time I introduce Moira French – who has recently taken over as Fixtures Secretary – and Jonathan Hares – one of the newest members of our Committee.  


MOIRA FRENCH
 
Moira is the tennis committee member responsible for arranging league fixtures for the OWLTC teams. This involves contacting all the clubs in the relevant league and divisions and agreeing dates for home and return matches. This was her first year as fixtures secretary. Hazel Grace had taken on the task for many years before her. Unfortunately, after agreeing all the summer 2020 dates, all tennis matches were cancelled due to Covid 19!

She was born in the north east of England with the sound of fog horns on the Tyne a regular feature of daily life. She played tennis at school and in the local park. Then headed south to university. After leaving Birmingham University she moved to London to work for a large British multi-national, in business planning. After 3 years she cashed in her company pension and went travelling for a year in Asia, Australia and New Zealand with 2 friends from university.

Moira plays regularly on a Monday and Friday with a long established OWLTC tennis group of friends and has been lucky to be part of group of OWLTC ladies on an annual trip to La Manga in Spain to play tennis. 

[image: ]Moira and husband Andrew, also a keen tennis player at the club, have two children Robert and Alice, now both in their 30s. They also have a three year old granddaughter who keeps them all in order. When not playing tennis Moira likes babysitting her granddaughter, planning holidays, gardening, birdwatching, and beekeeping. She also volunteers to mentor children and young people in Bromley.
 




[image: ]JONATHAN HARES
Jonathan (also known as Non) joined Old Wilsonians’ shortly after moving into Hayes Hill about 7 years ago - almost next door to the club. He was previously a member of The Parklangley Club. He has recently joined the tennis club committee and is married to Charlotte who is our Club Secretary. They have two teenage boys Archie and Huey who represent the club in the junior league matches.  Non has represented our club regularly playing in our Men’s 1 team and often joins in at Saturday afternoon club sessions. If you cannot find Non on the courts you’ll probably find him with a beer in his hand in the bar.  Away from tennis, Non helps coach his son’s under 15 rugby team at Bromley.

Professionally, he is a podiatrist and has his own clinic at Strawberry House in Hayes.

--oo--

As always, please let a member of the Committee know if there is anything you wish to raise.  Please keep safe, err on the side of caution and avoid this virus if you can.

Until the next note from me, please watch out for further information from the LTA in emails from Judith, on our website https://www.oldwilsonians.com/tennis and on Facebook.

 
NIGEL JORDAN
CHAIRMAN 
OWLTC
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